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Chill Out
by Daniel Putkowski

Quenching my thirst usually involves club 

soda and Tennessee sipping whiskey. I was 

pleasantly surprised, however, to discover a re-

freshing alternative – one named perfectly for 

Aruba’s laid-back style: Balashi Chill. It hap-

pened in the most innocent of ways. At a local 

beachside restaurant, the waiter suggested I try 

the island’s newest beer with my club sandwich. 

Knowing my habits all too well, my wife was 

shocked to hear me reply, “Why not?”

Clearly this was a radical departure, but 

change can be good and this was a good one 

indeed. To my table came a clear bottle filled 

with a blonde liquid, a wedge of lime on the 

side. Lifting the bottle to my nose, a slightly 

sweet aroma emerged, hinting of toasted grain 

in the background. My first sip revealed a subtly 

bitter taste that left my palate clean for more. I 

dunked the wedge of lime and tilted the bottle 

for another try. The citrus definitely enhanced 

the flavor without overpowering the beer as I 

would have expected.

Launched in February 2011 as a direct 

competitor to Corona and Amstel Bright, Chill 

has become a market leader on the island in no 

time as word has quickly spread from Palm 

Beach to San Nicolas that there is another al-

ternative to the huge international brews. Chill 

is lighter than Balashi Brewing’s namesake pil-

sner, with less hop bitterness. It’s a perfect fit 

for those relaxing afternoons on the beach, while 

on the table, it’s a versatile performer, pairing 

well with a grouper fillet, chicken salad, or even 

along side a burger.

It’s worth noting that Chill’s returnable 

bottles build your karma by keeping the island 

green and litter free. Nonetheless, a few enthusi-

astic visitors have been seen packing bottles into 

their suitcases. It seems they can’t resist taking a 

taste of “One Happy Island” home with them. K
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